2012 International Sports Forecaster Contest - Information Sheet

1. Welcome to the 2012 ISFC!  We continue to attract a consistent number of participants each year and this year we have 97 tipsters competing. Whilst the numbers are similar the names certainly change and a special welcome is extended to the 17 rookies who are having their first attempt. We also have 8 tipsters returning from injury or suspension after missing at least one season and we still have 8 of the original 37 tipsters who participated in the initial competition in 1992 – yes, 20 years ago. 
2. This sheet should be accompanied by a table showing the most popular selections. Most people find that the table provides a useful means of checking their most vital selections, as well as being reminded of teams/athletes that they wish they had tipped. There should also be a list of entrants, including financial status and agent (for communication/debt collection purposes). You may find it interesting to check the list to see if there are names that you recognise, although sadly I don’t think there are any celebrities this year.
3. Please check the list of entrants and let me know if:


- Your name has been spelt incorrectly 


- Your means of contact/agent details are inappropriate or undesirable


- You think you have paid and you are marked "No"


- You don't think you have paid and you are marked "Yes" (unlikely, but it does happen)

4. It is essential that each agent contact me by January 24 to confirm that:


- These sheets have been received successfully


- They have been issued to each person allocated to you

- The distribution plans are satisfactory and convenient

- Debt collection plans are well advanced

5. With 97 entrants, assuming all tipsters are financial and allowing for the free entry granted to last year's lucky last plus one “amateur”, the prizes will be:


1st
45%
 $1068.80
2nd
25%
   $593.75








3rd
15%
   $356.75
4th
10%
   $237.50
5th
  5%
   $118.75








Total
100%
$2,375.00
6. There were a number of selections that required subsequent clarification but generally I took all entrants at their literal word, give or take some innovative spelling and use of nicknames. Some assumptions have been made to limit the number of follow-up emails, although some are not obvious so please check if these apply to you:  

- In the Netball, “NSW”, “Sydney” and “Flames” were all converted to the Swifts

- In the Olympics, Sally Pearson (aka McLellan) is competing in the 100m hurdles. Any selections of a similar distance (90m or 110m) have been taken as 100m.

 - In the Euro 2012 competition, “Holland” and “Dutch” have been translated as Netherlands.
- In the NHL Minneapolis and Minnesota have both been accepted as Wild.
Please let me know if any of these assumptions are incorrect and you meant something else.
7. I intend distributing progress scores at similar intervals to that usually adopted: End of March; mid-June; end of August, mid-October and a final table in late November. Please check your points - it is possible that data errors occur so I am willing to listen to polite queries. The points table is usually kept up to date so you may enquire as to your standing at any time.  
8. Progress scores have also historically been available on the Internet. This year they will again be available on my business website (http://etiam.com.au/about-us/special-interest/) rather than the original ISFC site which has proven challenging for us to update.
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